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§233.2

Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA), 42
U.S.C. 1973ff-1973ff-6.

(b) Establishes policy and assigns re-
sponsibilities for the development and
implementation of installation voter
assistance (IVA) offices in accordance
with 10 U.S.C. 1566a.

(c) Establishes policy and assigns re-
sponsibilities for the development and
implementation, jointly with each
State, of procedures for persons to
apply to register to vote at recruit-
ment offices of the Military Services in
accordance with 42 U.S.C. 1973gg-5.

§233.2 Applicability.

This part applies to:

(a) The Office of the Secretary of De-
fense, the Military Departments (in-
cluding the Coast Guard at all times,
including when it is a Service in the
Department of Homeland Security by
agreement with that Department), the
Office of the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the Joint Staff, the
Combatant Commands, the Office of
the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Defense (IG DoD), the Defense
Agencies, the DoD Field Activities, and
all other organizational entities within
the DoD (hereinafter referred to collec-
tively as the “DoD Components’’).

(b) The Commissioned Corps of the
Public Health Service (PHS), under
agreement with the Department of
Health and Human Services, and the
Commissioned Corps of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA), under agreement with the
Department of Commerce. The term
“uniformed services’’ refers to the
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the
Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, and
their Reserve Components, as well as
the Commissioned Corps of the PHS
and the NOAA.

(c) Other Federal Executive depart-
ments and agencies with employees as-
signed outside the United States that
provide assistance to the FVAP under
42 U.S.C. 1973ff(c). Recommended proce-
dures for these departments and agen-
cies are contained in §233.6(c) of this
part.

§233.3 Definitions.

Terms used in this part are defined in
Joint Publication 1-02 (available at
hitp://www.dtic.mil/doctrine/

32 CFR Ch. | (7-1-14 Edition)

dod dictionary/) and this section.
These terms and their definitions are
for the purpose of this part.

Eligible voter. Any of the following:

(1) Absent uniformed services voter:

(i) A member of a uniformed service
on active duty who, by reason of such
active duty, is absent from the place of
residence where the member is other-
wise qualified to vote.

(ii) A member of the merchant ma-
rine who, by reason of service in the
merchant marine, is absent from the
place of residence where the member is
otherwise qualified to vote.

(iii) A spouse or dependent of a mem-
ber referred to in the first two sen-
tences of this definition who, by reason
of the active duty or service of the
member, is absent from the place of
residence where the spouse or depend-
ent is otherwise qualified to vote.

(2) Overseas voter:

(i) An absent uniformed services
voter who, by reason of active duty or
service, is absent from the United
States on the date of the election in-
volved;

(ii) A person who resides outside of
the United States and is qualified to
vote in the last place in which the per-
son was domiciled before leaving the
United States; or

(iii) A person who resides outside of
the United States and (but for such res-
idence) would be qualified to vote in
the last place in which the person was
domiciled before leaving the United
States.

Federal office. The offices of President
or Vice President; Presidential Elector;
or of Senator or Representative in; or
Delegate or Resident Commissioner to
Congress.

Installation voter assistance (IVA) of-
fices. The office designated by the in-
stallation commander to provide voter
assistance to military personnel, vot-
ing-age military dependents, Govern-
ment employees, contractors, and
other civilian U.S. citizens with access
to the installation. IVA offices also
serve as voter registration agencies
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1973gg-5(a)(2).

Installation wvoter assistance officer
(IVAO). An individual responsible for
voting assistance coordination at the
installation level.
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Metrics. A systematic means of meas-
uring essential management informa-
tion for reporting, control, and process
improvement.

Recruitment offices of the Military Serv-
ices. Any office of a military service
open to the public and engaged in the
recruitment of persons for appointment
or enlistment in an Active Component
of the Military Services. This does not
include Army National Guard and Air
National Guard recruiting offices.

Senior service wvoting representative
(SSVR). A uniformed member at the 0-
7 grade, or higher, or a member of the
Senior Executive Service responsible
for implementing the FVAP in his or
her respective component.

Service voting action officer (SVAO).
An individual at a uniformed service
headquarters level responsible for vot-
ing assistance operations for his or her
respective component.

State. As defined in 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6.

State election. Any non-Federal elec-
tion held solely, or in part, for select-
ing, nominating, or electing any can-
didate for any State office, such as
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, State
Attorney General, or State Legislator,
or on issues of Statewide interest.

Uniformed services. As defined in 42
U.S.C. 1973ff-6(7).

Unit voting assistance officer (UVAO).
An individual responsible for voting as-
sistance at the unit level.

Voter registration agency. An office
designated pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
1973gg-5 to perform voter registration
activities. Pursuant to 42 TU.S.C.
1973gg-5(c), a recruitment office of the
Military Services is considered to be a
voter registration agency. All IVA of-
fices are also designated as voter reg-
istration agencies pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
1973gg-5(a)(2).

§233.4 Policy.

It is DoD policy that:

(a) The FVAP shall ensure that eligi-
ble voters receive, pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 1973ff(b)(5), information about
registration and voting procedures and
materials pertaining to scheduled elec-
tions, including dates, offices, constitu-
tional amendments, and other ballot
proposals.

(b) The right of U.S. citizens to vote
is a fundamental right that is afforded

§233.4

protection by the U.S. Constitution.
Every eligible voter shall:

(1) Be given an opportunity to reg-
ister and vote in any election for which
he or she is eligible.

(2) Be able to vote in person or by ab-
sentee.

(c) All persons assisting in the voting
process shall take all necessary steps
to prevent discrimination, fraud, in-
timidation or coercion, and unfair reg-
istration and voting assistance proce-
dures. This includes, but is not limited
to, preventing actions such as:

(1) Using military authority to influ-
ence the vote of any other member of
the uniformed services or to require
any member to march to any polling
place or place of voting as proscribed
by 18 U.S.C. 592, 18 U.S.C. 593, and 18
U.S.C. 609. This subsection does not, in
any way, prohibit free discussion about
political issues or candidates for public
office as stated in 18 U.S.C. 609.

(2) Polling any member of the uni-
formed services before or after he or
she votes, as proscribed in 18 U.S.C. 596.

(d) The FVAP shall conduct official
surveys authorized by 42 U.S.C. 1973ff
to report to the President and the Con-
gress on the effectiveness of the assist-
ance provided to eligible voters (in-
cluding a separate statistical analysis
of voter participation and a description
of Federal-State cooperation).

(e) DoD personnel involved in assist-
ing in the voter registration or absen-
tee voting process shall use the names
of persons applying or declining to reg-
ister to vote only for voter registration
purposes and shall not release such in-
formation for any other purpose.

(f) Military or civilian personnel em-
ployed in recruitment offices of the
Military Services shall be subject to
the restrictions outlined in §233.6(b) of
this part.

(g) An installation commander may
permit non-partisan voter registration
activities on an installation by State
and county officials, or groups recog-
nized in accordance with section
501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code,
subject to all applicable military in-
stallation rules and regulations gov-
erning such activities on military in-
stallations.
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